
Brampton, March 15, 2018 

Generator Toronto 

192 Spadina Ave. Suite 201 

Toronto, ON M5T 2C2 

416-703-2773  

 

Submission of application 

THE PERFORMANCE CRITICISM TRAINING PROGRAM (PCTP)  

 

To whom it concern,  

 It's with pride and joy that i present here my application for the PCTP of Generator Toronto. You 

can foud the different requirements as describe in the following index: 

 

Page 1.   Cover letter  

Pages 4-5.  Text "I'm a bridge" by Jean-François St-Arnault 

Pages 2-3.  Resume 

Page 6.   Letter of reference of Carl Bernier-Genest (original) 

Page 7.   Google english translation of the letter of reference 

 

 I Hope you enjoy the reading and look foward to meet you for the next step of selection process. 

Please contact me at your convenience at 647-836-6279.  

Thank you for your time and consideration,  

 

 

Jean-François St-Arnault 

 



 

Brampton, march 15, 2018 

I'm a bridge 

by Jean-François St-Arnault 

I started to write about critic and i stoped. I'm use to tell stories. But, was it the exercie asked? 

Hummm... nothing like throw the first draft and start back. I hope that this one will make you want to 

know more about me. The story happen in an office. An interview had already started. 

What skills do you have that make you a good performance critic? 

Curiosity, Cultural Litteraty, temerity, frankness and Joie de vivre. I think those are the soft skills that 

make me enjoy the work of performance critic. That Joie de vivre, my enthousiam towards my work 

always been the pedge of his quality. Sure, with 20 years of living as a creator, the incredible energy of 

youth give more place to the serenity of wisdom, but the vertigo of temerity still excite a certain nerve in 

my brain when come the time to talk about creation and creator. 

Why do you want want to write performance criticism? 

I want to create new content about performances shown in the underground of GTA. I have for objective 

to feed community and public readers about the hidden treasures that we never heard about. As 

metropole of english speaking canadian culture, Toronto have so much to offer and i really think that his 

humanist potential is underrated. As a french speaking canadian, rise in Québec and living since 4 years 

in Ontario, i want to be part of solutions for a better futur for everyone. 

Do you currently self-identify as a performance critic? 

Yes. I already had many experiences with communication, marketing and critics since i start my 

professional carrer in performing arts. As a performer, a specialised myself in puppettry art. I manage 

many years with that "Double Hat", covering theatre, dance, opera, cinema, music, litterature and visual 

arts, training my ibiguity gift untill i couldn't not follow the flow anymore. 

With the technologic development of communication, i had to trade my magnetic tape used for 

interview in the 90' for an intelligent phone and my word process software for a video editing one. With 

the multiplication of creations and new talented artists, my critic activities became more private, sharing 

in little circles of group with same interest on social media. My performer activities became more 

complexe and new era was already showing up in my life. 

What is your personal philosophy as a performance critic? 

I want to destigmatize to the role of critic of performing arts by coming back to his first purpose: improve 

the stage. My primary vision had been infuenced by the views of Louise Vigeant that converge with the 

writing of Kant about critism as " an examination whose purpose is to discern, to distinguish what reason 

can do and what it is incapable of doing". That been said, i know that in front of a show that let you 



puzzled, the marketing receipe is always an easy solution. This slide row always been used in a lot of 

media that you can identify when you had acces to the press releases of marketing departements. My 

philosophy is more to focus on one ou two points of the representation that were good, and one 

element that found weak. The main body of my content is the description of what i've seen, heard and 

felt and, in my point of view, contribute effectively to allow my readers to make their own ideas about 

the object of the critic. 

In this era of "false news", of "tremendous" and "extraordinary", the role of critic is more important than 

ever.  

Thank you. 



 

Jean-François St-Arnault  

jfstarnault@gmail.com 

(647) 831-6279 

 

Objective: Participation to the Performance criticism training program 

Qualifications 

Speak French, English and Spanish fluently 

Strong communication skills 

Active member of:  

Union des artistes (UDA)  

Union mondiale de la marionnette (UNIMA)  

Ontario puppetry association (OPA) 

 

Professional Experiences 

Culture colomnist    Mag 2000   2006 

 Covering the artistic scene of Mauricie Region. 

 Explore new ways to reach communauty with different cultural actors. 

 Negociate professional exchange between art and communication fields. 

 

Web television producer   CUTV- Concordia University 2012-2014 

 Conceive the main frame of a serie of 25 videos of 5 minutes about arts and culture. 

 Meet communication departemement of cultural institutions. 

 Plan, record and shoot interview with Montreal's creators. 

 Edit or delegate the editing of the rushes to volunteers of CUTV. 

  



Puppeteer     Théâtre de l’Oeil  2004-2011 

 Learning a character part created 7 years ago. 

 Touring in Québec, Canada, USA, Europe and Asia with a 50-minute non-verbal puppet show 

a ed The “tar Keeper . 

 Participating to set up and un-set up of the venue in a 8 hours montage. 

 Assist Technical Director on lightening and sound. 

 Perform multiple  puppets characters alone or with 2, 3 or 4 puppeteers. 

 

Actor           1997-today 

 Acting in theatre shows with emergent companies from Montréal and Trois-Rivières. 

 Special skill extra i  The “ urf 2 ,  "X-men: Last days of future past" and others. 

 Mutiple national and regional publicities. 

 

Education 

Bachelor es art: acting 

Université du Québec à Montréal                                                

       2010 

Specialized Graduate Diploma : Contemporary Puppetry 

Université du Québec à Montréal                                                     

       2013 

 

References 

Carle Bernier-Genest        514-842-2400 # 2083 

 Assistant Director General (ad interim) 

 Advisor - Associative Life and Institutional Relations 

 Concertation Montréal - CMTL 

 www.concertationmtl.ca  

Véronique Bacci        438-803-5246 

 Songwriter performer in "Trio Albatros"   

 fundator of Jamobile 

 www.facebook.com/jamobile.busmusical 

www.concertationmtl.ca
www.facebook.com/jamobile.busmusical




March 13, 2018 

Mrs, 

Sir, 

This is to confirm that Mr. Jean-François Saint-Arnault was a columnist for the student newspaper Unité 

(Université du Québec à Montréal) at the time when I was editor-in-chief. I supervised his assignments 

between 1995 and 1997. He was diligent, interested, always ready to cover the events I asked for and 

offered articles that were both well constructed and interesting for readers. 

I then followed his career remotely, thanks to Facebook, where he shows a ease to arouse interest in his 

professional activities. Effective communicator, he knows how to maintain contact with the people with 

whom he has already worked, showing some of his potential for the job you are posting, even in his 

personal interactions on this social network. 

A frequent traveler and passionate about culture, he has an open mind and a wealth of experience to 

take advantage of in the position of Online content producer, at a time when knowing how to tell a story 

is essential to be able to pass a message . 

In the hope that this information will be useful to you, I beg you to accept, Madam, Sir, my most sincere 

greetings. 

 

Carle Bernier-Genest 

 

 

(Translated by Google translation on March 15, 2018) 


